
Home Start School 

Nov. 7th- Nov. 11th
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Monday 11/07/2022 Lessons

Weekly Concepts Overview:
Letter: Dd
Word Practice: Making CVC Words
Writing: Tapping out Stories and the 5 W’s
ELA:  Light, Sounds and Thermal Energy/ Veteran’s Day 
*You will need a few M&Ms or Skittles for Thursday*
Math: Intro to Subtraction 

Phonics: 

1. Introduce the letter Dd. Letter Dd says /d/. 

2. Practice “sky writing” the letter Dd. Make sure you are using the proper 
letter formation.
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3. Ask, “Can you think of a word that starts with Dd?” Write down on paper/in 
blue ELA journal as many words as you and your child can think of in a circle 
map like shown. 

Dd

dog

drink

dot

dice

dance

duck
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Word Practice:

1. Print out the CVC Word Letter cards. Color the vowels red and the 
consonants blue. Cut them out. 

2. On paper, make two columns labeled “real” and “nonsense.” 

3. Using the letter cards, your child will randomly choose a consonant, then 
vowel, then consonant to form a CVC word. Have you child sound out the 
word. 

4. Decide if the word that was made is a real word or nonsense word and 
write in the appropriate column. 

5. Continue making a few more CVC words. Save cards for the week.

Writing:

1. Say, “Today we are going to talk about something called tapping out our 
story! Listen to this story about something that happened to me in the past: 
‘When I was a kid, I went to the store with my mom. I really wanted a new 
book, but then I saw a toy that I wanted, too. My mom said, “No,” but then I 
remembered that I had my own money so I got to buy the toy after all.’ Wow! 
Is that a tough sentence to write? Yes, that story has a lot of words. We can 
sometimes be overwhelmed by our ideas and that might make us give up.” 

2. Continue with, “Today I want to teach you about tapping out your story. 
This will tell you how many words will be in your story. What was the most 
important part about my story? Yes, I got to buy a toy. I think my story will be, 
‘I bought a toy.’ Now I will tap that on my fingers.” (Show students how you 
raise a finger for each word in the story.)
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3. “This story has 4 words/taps. How many words will my story need? Yes, it 
needs 4 words. Think of your story you will write today. Now tap it on your 
fingers. How many words will you write? Let’s go write our tapped out
stories!” 

ELA: 
1. Today we will talk about light energy. Watch the Brainpop Jr. “Light” video 
here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUsjqn05nhA&ab_channel=JamillaSass

2. Using your phone’s flashlight (or another flashlight) explore light. What can 
you see through when you shine the light? What can you not see through? 
What happens to colors in the dark? What happens when you shine a light on 
something colorful? Why do you think there are shadows?

Math: 

1. We will introduce the concept of subtraction today. Explain that 
subtraction is when we are taking away from a number. 

2. Read or watch the book, If You Were a Minus Sign here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c41ZOUApuLQ

3. Write the equation 4-2=      in their math journal. Using your chosen 
manipulatives put out 4 things. Now explain how you will take 2 away 
because the equation says minus 2. Now we can count how many we have 
left- 2!

4. Continue with:               6-4=            5-4=                 8-6=

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUsjqn05nhA&ab_channel=JamillaSass
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c41ZOUApuLQ
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Tuesday 11/08/2022 Lessons

Phonics: 
1.  Review the letter Dd by revisiting your circle map from yesterday. 

2. Watch the letter Dd video here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SizYpeJL_UE

Have your child sky write along with the video. 

3. Throughout the day, try to find other words that start with Dd and add to the 
circle map. 

Word Practice: 

1. Using the letter cards, practice making more CVC words and deciding if they are 
real or nonsense words. Write them down in the blue ELA journal. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SizYpeJL_UE
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Writing:

1. We will continue to practice tapping out a story. Review the “things to write 
about” lists and decide on a topic. Maybe they chose how to ride a bike and 
decided that their story will say, “I like to ride my bike.” They will count on their 
fingers how many words their sentence needs. It needs 6! 

2. If you think they need it, you can draw 6 lines under their picture so they can 
remember their story needs 6 words. Their writing may look like: “I like to rid mi 
bik.” 

ELA:

1. We will explore sound energy today. Watch the Brainpop Jr. Video about sound 
here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_boK7ck04Y&ab_channel=ShaunaSchultz

2. Print the Light and Sound Sort paper and decide which objects make light, 
sound, or both. Cut out and glue into to correct column. 

4. Walk around the house and find other things like make sound, light, or both. 

Math: 

1. Continue practicing subtraction using manipulatives. In their red math journal 
write the problem 5-3=    . See if your child can solve the problem using 
manipulatives. First, they put out 5 and then take 3 away. How many are left? Fill 
in the equation in the journal. 

2. Continue with:  9-4=            7-3=          4-2=

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_boK7ck04Y&ab_channel=ShaunaSchultz
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Wednesday 11/09/2022 Lessons

Phonics:

1. Practice writing the letter Dd using the attached Letter Dd Practice 
worksheet. Focus on proper letter formation. While they form the letter, have 
them say the sounds letter Dd makes.

Word Practice:

1. Using the letter cards, build some CVC words and have your child sound 
them out. Build the word “dot” without saying what it is. Ask your child to 
sound out the word. 

2. Continue by building the words “mat” “dig” and “cut.” 
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Writing:

1. Continue practicing tapping out a story. Your child will choose what they 
want to write about and then think of the sentence they want to write. Tap out 
how many words they need to write their story and draw lines if needed. 

ELA:
1. We will explore sound energy today. Watch the Brainpop Jr. video for 

“heat” here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRMXd4e5w&ab_channel=SaraOlsze
wski

(We watched it before making applesauce a few weeks ago but watch it again.)

3. Go on a heat hunt around your house. Draw/write things that make heat on
some paper. Can your child find something that makes, heat, light, and sound?

Math: 

1. Print the Dino Math paper and cut out the dinos at the bottom. 

2. Read this story problem to your child. “There were 5 dinos by the volcano. 
Then,  2 dinos ran away. How many are still by the volcano?” 

3. As you read the problem, have your child act out the story by placing 5 dinos
on the mat, then removing two of them. Glue the remaining 3 dinos on the 
mat. And fill in the equation, 5-2=3. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GR--MXd4e5w&ab_channel=SaraOlszewski


© Susan Burke 10

Thursday 11/10/2022 Lessons

Phonics:

1. Complete the Find the Letter- Dd paper. When they find a D, have them tell 
you one of the sounds it makes. 

Word Practice: 

1. You will now say a word and have your child build the word using the letter 
cards. Ask your child to build the word fan. Take a minute to tap out the word, 
saying each sound. Wait while your child builds the word with the letter cards. 
Correct any letters that were misses. 

2. Continue with the words: cot, nat, and dig. 
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Writing: 

1. Say, “I want to teach you about something called the 5 W’s of writing. If you are 
stuck, you can think about these five words: who, where, what, why and when! If 
you ask yourself these 5 words, then you’ll be sure to include all of the details 
needed in your story!” 

3. Continue with, “Today I would like for you to help me with a story I made up. I 
will start my story and you’ll help by asking the 5 W’s.” (Write the word “cat” in 
the middle of your writing lines of your story paper.) “What do you think about 
my story? Should we ask the first W? Yes, who is in my story? The cat, right! Oh, 
what is his name? His name is Gus. Where is Gus? He is at the park. What is he 
going? He is jumping and playing. Why is he doing that? He is acting silly because 
it is raining. When was he doing this? We went to the park last night!” 

4. Add words to your story saying: A cat namd Gus is at the prk. He is sille in the 
rain. 

5. After your child begins their writing, ask them the  5 W’s. 
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ELA:

1. We will do an experiment today about thermal energy.  Print out the 
observation sheet. (You may want to print two copies, so you can do one, and 
your child can look at yours).

2. Being by making your predictions. Will the m&m (or skittle) melt in an open 
hand? What about in a closed hand? Check the box you think.

3. Put a candy in one of your child’s hands but have them leave this hand open. 
Put another candy in the other hand but have them close that hand. Wait 3 
minutes. 

4. Observe the open hand and then the closed hand. What happened to each of 
the candies? Wash hands and then draw and write about what happened. (you 
may want to write first and have your child copy).

5. Write about why the candy in the closed hand melted faster. (The heat from 
their hand melted the candy). 

Math:

1. Print and complete the Thurs. Math Practice. You will read the subtraction 
word problem to your child. They will cross off how many are needed and then 
count the rest, writing the answer on the line.  Optional: Can they write the 
corresponding equation next to the problem? 
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Friday 11/11/2022 Lessons

Phonics: 

1. Play slap the letter by writing the letter Dd on a piece of paper or index card 
and placing it on the table. You will say some words and if they have the /d/ 
sound in them, you child will slap the letter Dd on the table. Good, dot, cup, 
dance, pot, fan, dragon, dog

Word Practice: 

1. Using the letter cards, continue to practice calling out a word and having 
your child build it. Have them build: Dog, man, fin, and bot 
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Writing: 

1. Continue practicing the 5 W’s in your child’s writing. Visualize a story they 
want to write about or use the list of topics. After drawing their picture, have 
them think what sentence they will write. Ask them the 5 w’s to make sure they 
have details in their story.  They can tap out their sentence to see how many 
words their sentence needs to have. 

ELA: Veteran’s Day
We will take a break with science to learn about Veterans Day.

1. Explain that today is a holiday called Veteran’s Day. On Veteran’s Day we 
honor the people who served in our military. Take a few minutes to discuss 
any family members who served in the military.

2. Watch this book about Veterans here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFC5jkJSzP4&ab_channel=Children%E2%8
0%99sReadAloudsbyBrittany

Math: 

1. Print the Friday math practice. They are trying to make the equation true. 
Begin by counting all of the objects and writing that number in the first spot. 
Draw a minus sign in the next spot. 

2. Now using the number provided, make an X over that many objects. So for the 
first one, they will X out 2 puppies. 

3. Now count how many puppies are left and write that number in the last spot. 
Reread the equation together to check that it makes sense. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFC5jkJSzP4&ab_channel=Children%E2%80%99sReadAloudsbyBrittany
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CVC  Letter Cards
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Sound BOTH Light

Sound & Light
Color the pictures and cut out the boxes. Sort and glue the objects in the right columns.
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Sound and Light Sort
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Dd
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Heat Experiment
What do you think will happen? Will the candy melt?      

Put one candy in an open hand and the other in a closed hand. Keep it 
there for 3 minutes. Open your hand and observe what happens. 
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KinderMath¥
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Name:
Using Objects to Subtract
Directions: Listen to the subtraction problem and X the pieces 
being taken away and write how many are left.

There are 6 pieces of candy.  My brother ate 2.  How many are left?

There are 5 gumdrops.  My mother ate 4 gumdrops.  How many are left?

There are 7 cotton candies.  My sister ate 5 of them.  How many are left?

There are 8 lollipops.  I give my friend 6 of them. How many are left?

Thursday Subtraction Practice

There are 6 toy cars. I gave 2 away. How many are left?                     

There are 5 candies. I gave 3 away. How many are left?                        

There are 7 lollipops. I gave 5 away. How many are left?                        

There are 4 apples. I gave 1 away. How many are left?                        
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Using the Minus Sign

KinderMath¥
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Name:

=
Directions: Write the missing symbols and numbers to make the statement true.

=
=
=

2

5

4

6

Friday Subtraction Practice


